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Summary of reasons for decision: 

‘Justine, Philosophy In The Bedroom, & Other Writings’ is a dense academic text that celebrates 
and draws together contextual and biographical material with an anthology of works of the 
infamous 18th Century philosopher the Marquis de Sade. The classical style of writing is very 
divorced from modem contemporary texts. Although salacious and at times explicit, this florid 
text will be largely impenetrable to modem lay readers. 

The book was first published in 1965. It was classified as ‘Not Indecent’ by the Indecent 
Publications Tribunal in 1994. It has been submitted, along with a number of other books, by the 
Auckland Libraries because of the time that has elapsed since that initial decision. 

Whilst the publication deals with extreme sexual acts, violence, cmelty and other problematic 
material, the purpose, style, and merit of the text eclipses any harmful impact the text may have 
on a reader. This is particularly so for young readers who will find the text impenetrable for the 






reasons and thus will be unable to absorb the text and its meaning. That the publication has been 
unrestricted for the last 20 years is significant for the purposes of balancing the intentions of the 
Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act against the right to freedom of expression. In 
that time the Classification Office has seen no evidence of injury to the public good resulting 
from the availability of the book. To limit the right to freedom of expression on the grounds of 
potential harm by restricting this publication’s availability, with no evidence of such harm, would 
be unreasonable and not demonstrably justified, and thus contrary to the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990. 



